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Under Florida law, the duty to defend under a liability policy is triggered when the complaint brought by a
third party against the insured alleges any cause of action or damages that create even a possibility of
coverage. In other words, the duty to defend is broader than the duty to indemnify. UP reminded the
court that defense of a suit for bodily injury or property damage is the primary reason why businesses
purchase liability insurance. Similarly, insurance companies may not try to control an insured’s defense
while trying, at the same time, to escape its obligation to provide coverage. The insured should not be
forced to litigate a coverage dispute with its insurance company while simultaneously facing the prospect
of hiring independent counsel to defend the underlying claim.

UP's brief was authored pro bono by Stephen A. Marino, Jr., Esg. and Benjamin C. Hassebrock, Esq., of Ver
Ploeg and Lumpkin, P.A.

The information presented in this publication is for general informational purposes and is not a substitute for legal advice. If
you have a specific legal issue or problem, United Policyholders recommends that you consult with an attorney. Guidance on
hiring professional help can be found in the “Find Help” section of www.uphelp.org. United Policyholders does not sell
insurance or certify, endorse or warrant any of the insurance products, vendors, or professionals identified on our website.
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