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When a policyholder purchases a separate endoresment providing insurance coverage for intentional
torts of employees, insurers may not disclaim coverage by using vicarious liability as a shield. Further,
when an insurer has a duty to defend, it becomes liable for all damages awarded against the
policyholder, including attorney’s fees. This coverage cannot be read out of the policy. Under Ohio law,
attorneys fees are compensatory in nature and thus cannot be excluded by erroneously classifying them
as punitive damages. Further, when the plain language of the insurance policy requires an insurer to
defend and pay the “full amount of judgment”, they are necessarily obligated to pay post-judgment
interest on the entire judgment because they so defended.

UP's brief was authored by James M. Doerfler, Esq., and Timothy P. Law Esq., and Anthony B. Crawford,
Esq. of Reed Smith LLP. Of Counsel: Executive Director Amy Bach, Esq.

 

https://uphelp.org/amicus-briefs/world-harvest-church-v-grange-mutual/
http://www.uphelp.org/

