
The information presented in this publication is for general informational purposes and is not a substitute for legal advice. If
you have a specific legal issue or problem, United Policyholders recommends that you consult with an attorney. Guidance on

hiring professional help can be found in the “Find Help” section of www.uphelp.org. United Policyholders does not sell
insurance or certify, endorse or warrant any of the insurance products, vendors, or professionals identified on our website.

Source: https://uphelp.org/debris-removal-decisions-for-2018-camp-and-woolsey-wildfire-survivors/ Date: June 18, 2026

Debris Removal Decisions for 2018 Camp and
Woolsey Wildfire Survivors

Clearing wildfire debris is the responsibility of each individual property owner.  Help is available to get
the work done safely, completely, and legally.  For your and your neighbor’s protection, wildfire debris
must be removed from your property and disposed of properly. Items such as retaining walls and
foundations that appear intact should be evaluated and tested by a qualified professional.  The extreme
heat generated by wildfires generally destroys the structural integrity of these items and though they
may appear re-usable, they may not be.

Home insurance policies differ in the benefits they provide for the cost of debris removal. Your policy may
provide a set dollar amount specifically earmarked for debris removal, or your coverage for your
Structure/Dwelling should apply toward the cost. Please review our guidance on insurance rules for
Debris Removal After a Partial or Total Loss.

Most households impacted by the 2018 Wildfires can participate in a coordinated government-sponsored
debris removal program. The cost to you may be zero or it may be the number of your available
insurance benefits for debris removal.

Residents who choose to participate in coordinated debris removal can do so by signing a Right-of-Entry
form provided by the county.  The form has space for you to identify items you want to be saved
during the removal process. If you don’t participate, you will be responsible for removing debris in
compliance with applicable laws.  Your insurance coverage for debris removal may not be enough to
cover the cost so you may have to pay a portion. The downside of not participating and instead of hiring
a company to remove your debris is outlined in this Cost of Debris Removal document

Questions to ask include:
·      If I participate in the coordinated debris removal program, how and when will it happen?

https://uphelp.org/debris-removal-decisions-for-2018-camp-and-woolsey-wildfire-survivors/
https://uphelp.org/debris-removal-decisions-for-2018-camp-and-woolsey-wildfire-survivors/
https://uphelp.org/claim-guidance-publications/debris-removal-after-a-partial-or-total-loss/
https://uphelp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/debris_removal_insurance_scenario_102417.pdf
http://www.uphelp.org/
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·      What insurance paperwork will I need to complete to participate in the program?

·      What happens if my insurance isn’t enough to cover my share of the program costs?

·      When the debris is removed from my property, will the soil be cleaned and re-compacted?

·      How can I tell whether items that appear undamaged should be saved?

·      What if someone gets injured on my property during debris removal? Who is responsible?

Right of Entry Forms:

Butte County (Camp Fire)
Ventura County (Woolsey Fire)
LA County (Woolsey Fire)

Media coverage of previous coordinated Debris Removal program Pros and Cons

Santa Rosa Assistant Fire Marshall Signs Right of Entry Form
Who Cleans up the Debris? Private Contractors or Government?
See also: California Department of Insurance Fact Sheet

https://uphelp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ButteCountyRightofEntry_Final.pdf
https://uphelp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/County-ROE-Package-final-fillable-Woolsey.pdf
https://uphelp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Right-of-Entry-Permit-for-Residential-Debris-Removal-on-Private-Property-12-13-18.pdf
http://www.oesnews.com/santa-rosa-assistant-fire-marshal-signs-roe-himself-beginning-to-recover/
https://uphelp.org/who-cleans-up-wildfire-debris-private-contractors-or-the-government/
https://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/140-catastrophes/upload/DebrisRemovalInsuranceFactSheet110417.pdf
http://www.uphelp.org/

