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Assemblyman Joel Anderson 
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Sacramento, CA 9581
 
Re: Assembly Bill 157 
 
Dear Mr. Anderson, 
 
We are writing to express our support for your bill number 157.  This 
measure makes good economic and public policy sense and will benefit 
California homeowners who lose a home in a natural disaster.   
 
The post disaster process of tallying up losses, negotiating mortgage 
obligations, reconstructing plans, getting reliable contractor estimates and 
collecting insurance benefits take far longer than most people anticipate.
Buying instead of rebuilding often emerges as the best option for a disaster 
victim…but often not until years have passed since the event that 
destroyed their home.  As economic conditions and property values shift, 
disaster survivors need the flexibility this bill provides.   

  

 
We urge an AYE vote. 
 
United Policyholders is a 501(c)(3) organization that helps solve insurance 
problems and that advocates for fairness in insurance transactions.  
Through our Roadmap to Recovery program we offer resources to 
California residents impacted by natural disasters.  Visit us on the web at 
www.uphelp.org
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Amy Bach, Executive Director 

 

May 27, 2009 
 
Via Email and Facsimile to (916) 319-2133 
Assemblyman Sam Blakeslee 
State Capitol  
P.O. Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: Assembly Bill 43 
 
Dear Assemblyman Blakeslee,  
 
We are writing to express our support for your Assembly bill 43.  We all 
agree that the California Earthquake Authority should operate efficiently and 
effectively, but the current statutory 25 employee ceiling is not realistic.  We 
commend you for taking the initiative to remove this unreasonable constraint. 
 
The CEA’s statutory duties include helping California homeowners take 
steps to make their homes more resistant to quake damage.  However, the 
Authority’s mitigation-related outreach and support activities have been 
uneven in recent years.  This is largely because it has ongoing financial 
challenges and very limited staffing resources.  These factors make it hard to 
keep mitigation a high priority.  Allowing the CEA to employ a Chief 
Mitigation Officer will help it do a better job of fulfilling this important statutory 
duty.   
 
United Policyholders is a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization that helps solve 
insurance problems.  Through our Roadmap to Preparedness Program we 
educate Californians on the importance of financial security and damage 
mitigation.  We have worked closely with CEA staff for many years and we 
strongly support this bill.  This bill will create more resources and programs 
for California homeowners and will equally make California more disaster-
ready and earthquake safe.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Amy Bach, Executive Director 
 
cc: Hon. Karen Bass, Speaker of the Assembly  

 


