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Memorandum of Points and Authorities 

Interest of Amicus Curiae. United Policyholders is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 

organization whose mission is to be a trustworthy and useful information resource 

and an effective advocate in all 50 states for consumers of all types of insurance. 

Founded in 1991, United Policyholders helps level the playing field between insurers 

and insureds. 

Among other things, United Policyholders: (1) provides tools and resources 

for solving insurance problems after an accident, loss, illness, or other adverse event; 

(2) promotes disaster preparedness and insurance literacy through outreach and 

education in partnership with civic, faith-based, business, and other nonprofit 

associations; and (3) advances pro-consumer laws and public policy related to 

insurance matters.  

United Policyholders’ important work has been supported by, inter alia, 

corporate partners (such as AT&T and Chevron), community foundations, charitable 

organizations (such as United Way organizations) and mortgage lenders (such as 

Fannie Mae). United Policyholders speaks for a wide range of policyholders. It has 

filed over 400 amicus curiae briefs in state and federal courts, including in the U.S. 

Supreme Court.  

Preparation for the amicus curiae brief. Counsel for Amicus Curiae United 

Policyholders has researched Arizona law and the decisions of other courts on the 
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issue of labor depreciation and, among other materials, has read: (1) relevant 

documents filed at the federal district court; (2) the January 25, 2022 Supplemental 

Brief of Appellants Gerald Walker, III, and Ada Walker on the Certified Questions 

of Law, appellate briefs at the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals; and (3) the January 

25, 2022 Defendant’s Supplemental Brief Regarding Certified Question.  

Desirability of accepting the brief. Amicus Curiae submits that this Court 

should grant it leave to file an amicus curiae brief in this matter because it can provide 

information, perspective, and argument that can help the Court beyond the help the 

parties’ lawyers have provided and will apparently provide in this case. See Ariz. R. 

Civ. App. Proc. 16(b)(1)(C)(iii).  

United Policyholders has submitted amicus briefs in the majority of the 

appellate courts that have addressed labor depreciation. Most recently, the Illinois 

Supreme Court recently favorably cited a UP amicus curiae brief on the labor 

depreciation issue that is before this Court. Sproull v. State Farm Fire & Cas. Co., 

126446 ¶ 53 (Ill. Sep. 23, 2021). Multiple state supreme courts as well as the U.S. 

Supreme Court have similarly cited UP briefs with approval on other subjects.1  

Because the issues in this case go to the very heart of Arizona insurance commercial 

 
1 See, e.g., Humana Inc. v. Forsyth, 525 U.S. 299, 314 (1999); Cont’l Ins. Co. 
v. Honeywell Int’l, Inc., 234 N.J. 23, 64 (2018); Allstate Prop. & Cas. Ins. Co. v. 
Wolfe, 629 Pa. 444, 452–53 (2014); Julian v. Hartford Underwriters Ins. Co., 45 
Cal. 4th 747, 760 (2005). 
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and personal lines consumers’ rights, they fall squarely within UP’s advocacy 

interests. UP’s library of publications, tools and guidance includes many publications 

that address the topic of proper and improper depreciation. See, e.g., “Depreciation 

Basics” at https://www.uphelp.org/pubs/depreciation-basics. 

DATED this 8th day of February, 2022. 

/s/ Thomas B. Dixon 
Thomas B. Dixon 
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