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March 27, 2025 
 
Assemblymember Damon Connolly 
1021 O Street, Suite 5240 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
Submitted via legislative portal 

 

RE: AB1 -The Insurance and Wildfire Safety Act, Position: Strongly Support  
 
Dear Assemblymember Connolly, 
 
I write on behalf of the non-profit insurance consumer organization United Policyholders in strong support of 
your bill, AB 1, The Insurance and Wildfire Safety Act. 

 
California’s Safer From Wildfires framework and the Insurance Institute for Home and Business Safety’s 
Wildfire Prepared Home standards specify home hardening and defensible space measures that reduce 
wildfire risk and are to be recognized in insurers’ rating plans, in addition to measures undertaken by fire 
departments/agencies such as shaded fuel breaks, large scale vegetation management, and actions by utility 
companies that reduce the risk of power line triggered fires.  Over time, new measures are likely to be 
identified that effectively reduce wildfire risk.  This bill will ensure that those new measures get added to what 
insurance rating plans must recognize.  
 
Through a Roadmap to Preparedness program and a Wildfire Risk Reduction and Asset Protection initiative 
and working group, United Policyholders is helping increase the number of risk reduced structures and 
communities across California as a strategy for saving homes and restoring admitted company insurance 
options outside the CA Fair Plan. 
 
By requiring the California Department of Insurance to consult with relevant agencies, (incorporating a public 
participation process) and periodically evaluate and update its regulations that require insurer rating plans to 
factor in wildfire risk mitigations undertaken by individuals, agencies and businesses, AB 1 will advance our 
state’s imperative to incentivize, reward and increase risk reduction.   
 
This bill will ensure that DOI regulations stay current as new, effective mitigation measures become identified 
by fire, vegetation management, construction and built environment experts, in addition to, or in place of  
existing measures identified by the Safer From Wildfires framework and the Insurance Institute for Home and 
Business Safety’s Wildfire Prepared Home certification requirements. Additional or updated prescribed 
measures will need to be appropriately recognized in insurance rating plans.  
 
 
 
 

 



We strongly urge the Legislature to pass AB 1 to increase wildfire risk reduction and resilience, improve 
insurance accessibility, and help ensure that property owners are appropriately incentivized and rewarded for 
reducing risk. 
 
Thank you introducing this measure. 

 
Sincerely, 

Amy Bach, Executive Director 
United Policyholders 

 
 


