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April 3, 2025 
 
Assemblymember Lisa Calderon 
Insurance Committee Chair 
1021 O Street, Suite 4650 
Sacramento, California 95814 

 

RE: Strong Support for AB 888 – The California Safe Homes Act 
 
Dear Assemblymember Calderon, 
 
I write on behalf of United Policyholders in strong support of your bill, AB 888 The California Safe Homes Act. 
 
This bill will advance one of our non-profit organization’s most important priorities: Increasing structure 
hardening and defensible space at the parcel and community level in order to save homes and restore a 
healthy property insurance marketplace. The grant funding this bill provides will help property owners 
undertake necessary risk reduction improvements.  
 
AB 888 establishes the California Safe Homes grant program, which will be administered by the Department of 
Insurance to help reduce both local and statewide wildfire losses. By prioritizing funding for retrofitting efforts 
and ensuring grants are available to individuals, cities, counties, and special districts, this legislation takes a 
crucial step toward mitigating wildfire damage and safeguarding California communities. 
 
Through United Policyholders’ Wildfire Risk Reduction and Asset Protection (WRAP) initiative, monthly 
working group meetings, and our online mitigation grants, events and information center 
(https://uphelp.org/preparedness/wrap-resource-center/), United Policyholders is helping property owners 
make improvements to qualify for insurance discounts and renewal offers. Through the monthly meetings of 
our WRAP working group, we are coordinating with stakeholders all across California to help communities 
reach the level of widespread risk reduction that insurance companies want to see.  
 
One of the biggest impediments is the cost of making necessary improvements. By creating the Sustainable 
Insurance Account within the Insurance Fund and directing a portion of the gross premiums tax from property 
and casualty insurers into this account, AB 888 provides a dedicated, sustainable funding source for these 
essential programs. This structured approach ensures that Californians will have access to financial help 
paying for fire prevention and resilience-building measures. 
 
The need for wildfire mitigation has never been more urgent. AB 888 represents a forward-thinking, fiscally 
responsible solution that will help protect homes, businesses, and critical infrastructure from the increasing 
threat of wildfires. We strongly urge the Legislature to pass this important measure to strengthen community 
safety and improve the long-term stability of California’s insurance market. 
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Thank you for your leadership and commitment to wildfire preparedness and homeowner protection. 
 
Sincerely, 

Amy Bach, Executive Director 
United Policyholders 

 
 


