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April 4, 2025

The Honorable Senator Tom Umberg
Senate Judiciary Committee Chair
1021 O Street, Suite 7510
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Senator Anna Caballero
Senate Appropriations Committee Chair
Capitol Office, 1021 O Street, Suite 7620
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Strong Support for SB 37 — Protecting Consumer Rights and Public Trust in Attorney Advertising
Dear Senators Umberg and Caballero,

| write on behalf of the non-profit organization United Policyholders in strong support of SB 37, introduced by
Senator Umberg. SB 37 will update and strengthen California’s attorney advertising ethics rules and create an
additional enforcement mechanism to prohibit misleading advertising. Authorizing citizen lawsuits against
unethical attorney advertising is a necessary step to protect consumers, supplement state regulatory efforts,
deter misconduct, and prevent legal system abuse.

Through our Roadmap to Recovery® program, United Policyholders provides education and recovery support
services to California communities impacted by wildfires and other large-scale natural disasters. While it is
critical that disaster survivors retain access to qualified and reputable legal counsel in connection with loss
compensation and matters related to contracts and real estate transactions, it is also critical to protect them
from misleading advertising that can result in them giving up precious insurance funds and experiencing
delays in getting rehoused.

In the aftermath of disasters, overwhelmed, sleep-deprived and vulnerable victims are being subjected to
aggressive solicitations from runners and cappers as well as a blizzard of attorney advertising. SB 37 will
provide an important deterrent to this type of unethical advertising, and add an important consumer
safeguard by allowing individuals to bring civil actions for violations of the law relating to runners, cappers,
and other forms of improper legal services solicitations.

We appreciate your leadership in advancing this measure.
Sincerely,

Amy Bach, Executive Director

United Policyholders



