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April 3, 2025

The Honorable Susan Rubio

Chair, Senate Committee on Insurance
1021 O Street, Suite 8710
Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Sasha Renée Pérez
1021 O St., Suite 6720
Sacramento, California 95814

RE: SB 547, The Business Insurance Protection Act
Dear Senators Pérez and Rubio,

| write on behalf of United Policyholders in strong support of your bill, SB 547, The Business Insurance
Protection Act.

Recognizing that residents of wildfire-impacted regions are particularly vulnerable to being dropped by their
insurers and unable to procure replacement coverage outside the CA FAIR Plan in the aftermath of the
disaster, the legislature enacted The Wildfire Safety and Recovery Act of 2018 (SB 824). That bill, authored by
then-Senator Ricardo Lara, has provided critical protection to millions of homeowners by prohibiting
insurance non-renewals in those areas for a period of one year (or two where the policyholder was directly
impacted by the wildfire). The Business Insurance Protection Act extends this important safeguard to
commercial policyholders, ensuring that small businesses, homeowners' associations (HOAs), condominiums,
affordable housing units, and non-profits receive the same protections afforded to homeowners.

In today’s challenging Property & Casualty insurance marketplace, small businesses, HOAs, condominiums,
and non-profits are struggling with non-renewals and limited coverage options, the same as homeowners.

This legislation will promote economic stability and community resilience in an era where insurers are
increasingly using risk scores, aerial imagery and Al to reject many of their long standing customers. By giving
small businesses, homeowners'associations (HOAs), condominiums, affordable housing units, and non-profits
a temporary reprieve from being dropped due to nearby disasters, the Business Insurance Protection Act will
provide much-needed security and predictability to California's businesses and communities.

We strongly urge the Legislature to pass this critical measure to protect businesses and non-residential
policyholders from the destabilizing effects of insurance non-renewals. Thank you for your leadership and
commitment to safeguarding California’s economic and community well-being.

Sincerely,

Amy Bach, Executive Director

United Policyholders



