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May 7, 2025

Assemblymember Lisa Calderon
Insurance Committee Chair
1021 O Street, Suite 4650
Sacramento, California 95814

Assemblymember Mike Gipson
Insurance Committee Member
1021 O Street, Suite 6210
Sacramento, California 95814

RE: Strong Support for AB 232 — The Savings Accounts for Mitigation and Catastrophes Act
Dear Assemblymembers Calderon and Gipson,

| write on behalf of United Policyholders in strong support of your bill, AB 232, The Savings Accounts for
Mitigation and Catastrophes Act.

By giving consumers a tax incentive to set aside funds specifically for home hardening and covering losses that
are below insurance deductibles, AB 232 provides an essential financial resilience tool for California
households. With wildfires, severe convective storms and landslides becoming more frequent and severe,
insurers are raising their rates and adding more limits and exclusions to what they cover. Households are
carrying higher deductibles as a strategy for being able to afford rising premiums. Both phenomena are
leaving households with gaps in what their insurance will cover.

It is imperative that households make improvements to reduce the chances of their homes being damaged,
and have funds on hand to fill insurance gaps in the event of a loss and claim. AB 232 will make it more
financially viable for homeowners to invest in critical mitigation measures, such as new roofs, double-paned
windows, screened vents and seismic reinforcements. The cost of these measures can range as high as
$100,000, and many households do not currently have resources to implement them.

By incentivizing personal preparedness and reducing financial vulnerability, AB 232 not only enhances
consumer protections but also strengthens the overall resilience of our state. This bill represents a practical
and responsible step toward mitigating disaster-related losses and promoting a culture of preparedness
among California residents.

United Policyholders is a non-profit organization that has been informing, helping and speaking for insurance
consumers in the United States since 1991. United Policyholders is funded by donations and grants and its
work is largely done by volunteers. Through its Roadmap to Preparedness and Roadmap to Recovery™
programs, United Policyholders is helping Californians stay insured, reduce risk and navigate the claim process
successfully after a loss.



We strongly urge the Legislature to pass AB 232 which creates a tax-exempt savings account for consumers

and promotes home hardening. Thank you for your leadership and commitment to enhancing disaster
preparedness for all Californians.

Sincerely,
Amy Bach, Executive Director
United Policyholders



