
   
 

   
 

 
  

 

  

 

 

   
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 
   

 



 
 

 

   
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

   

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

September 4, 2026 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 

Governor, State of California 

1021 O Street, Suite 9000 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: Sign AB 1642 (Harabedian) and AB 1795 (Gipson) 

 

Dear Governor Newsom, 



We write as a coalition of residents, community organizations, public health advocates, and 

environmental groups in support of AB 1642 (Harabedian) and AB 1795 (Gipson). Many of us 

signed a letter supporting AB 1642 in June and many also signed a letter opposing AB 1795 

unless it was amended. Both bills have harmonized since then. Both bills are now on your desk. 

We urge you to sign them. 

The two bills now travel together. Neither one takes effect unless both are enacted. AB 1642 

writes the science. It creates the first standards in the nation for testing and remediating homes of 

toxic contaminants after a wildfire. AB 1795 requires insurance companies to follow them within 

the impact zone. Apart, each bill is half an answer. Together they are the first real wildfire smoke 

damage standards this country has. 

Currently, a family is told their home is clean when an insurance adjuster says it is clean.  

As reported by the New York Times, that gap has allowed insurance companies to deny testing, 

insufficiently clean homes, prematurely terminate smoke damage claims, and force survivors 

back into homes that were never cleared for occupancy. 

 Most homes in Altadena were built before 1975 and held lead paint and asbestos. When they 

burned, researchers at Caltech found the smoke plume carried lead and other toxins into homes 

up to 7 miles outside the fire perimeter. EFRU’s own data collection found lead in every 

standing home that tested for it. In a separate group of homes tested after professional cleaning, 

96% still came back above the federal threshold for lead and 36% still showing asbestos. 

Cleaning a home without a standard to sample and test against does not reliably produce a clean 

home. 

California has the chance to write the rules the rest of the country will use as their north 

star. Wildfires are not going away. They are only increasing in severity and geographic 

diversity. Yet, no state has put standards in place to ensure there is clarity on when it is safe to 

return to a smoke damaged home. We have spent a year and a half learning what happens when 

there is no standard. Now is the time to lean into scientific advances in the identification, 

measurement, and remediation of toxic contaminants in smoke damaged homes. 

We respectfully urge you to sign AB 1642 (Harabedian) and AB 1795 (Gipson), 

Jane Lawton Potelle, Executive Director, Eaton Fire Residents United (EFRU) 

56 Organizations in Support: 

301 Organics Christine Lenches-Hinkel 

350 Conejo Alan Weiner 

350 South Bay Los Angeles Sherry Lear 

350 Southland Legislative Alliance Sherry Lear 



A Resilient Tomorrow/formerly the Altadena 

Recovery Team 

Sam James 

AAM-EFRA (Altadena Arts Magnet Eaton Fire 

Recovery Advocates) 

Laura Siahaan 

After the Fire Jennifer Gray Thompson 

Altadena CoLab Megan Hinchliffe Gerig 

Altadena NAACP Wilberta Richardson 

Altadena Tenants Union Katie Clark 

Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization (ADAO) Linda Reinstein 

Ban SUP ANITA GHAZARIAN & Cheryl Auger 

Beautiful Altadena Shawna Dawson Beer 

California Community Foundation Shayna Englin 

California Green New Deal Coalition Caro Martinez (covering for Zach Lou) 

Catalyst California John Dobard 

Change Reaction Glen Friedman 

CHIRLA Vlad Carrasco 

Civic Sundays Cherie Shore & Jonathan Penzner 

Clergy Community Coalition Mayra Macedo-Nolan 

Clergy Community Coalition Pastor Amara Ononiwu 

Councilmember, Town of Superior Jenn Kaaoush 

Day One Christy Zamani 

Day One Lisa Odigie 

Dena Rise Up Florance Annang 

Dennis Hill Content Creation Dennis Hill 

Department of Angels Christine Kwon 

Disaster Mortgage Relief Rachel Jonas 

Eaton and Palisades Fires Renters Coalition Gil Barel 

Eaton Fire Collaborative Michael Ocon 

Every Fire Survivors Network Joy Chen 

Glendale Environmental Coalition Elise Kalfayan 

GreenFaith Anna Wagner 

Hello Claire, Inc Claire Thompson 

Holly Wyman Design Holly Wyman 

Indivisible Alta-Pasadena Joanne Long 

JOAN Collaborative Sarah Angel 

LA Region Community Recovery Organization Jennfier Campbell 

LA Standing Homes Krista Copelan 

LA VOICE Viveka Ray-Mazumder 

LEAP OF FAITH FAMILY TO FAMILY SUPPORT FELICIA FORD 

Little Tokyo Service Center Peter Gee 

Long Beach Alliance for Clean Energy Dave Shukla 



McClain Consulting Services, Inc. Katie McClain 

My Tribe Rise Heavenly Hughes 

Pacific Palisades Community Council - Area 4 

Representative 

Karen Ridgley 

Patient IT Consulting Sylvie Andrews 

Physicians for Social Responsibility Deja McCauley 

Public Counsel Ritu Mahajan 

Resilient Palisades Valeria Serna 

SanDiego350 Katharine Harrison 

Surviving Structures - EF Recovery Krista Copelan 

Unitarian church of San Jose Anna Wagner 

United Policyholders Amy Bach 

Utility Wildfire Survivor Coalition William Abrams 

UU justice ministry of California Anna Wagner 

143 Individuals in Support: 

Beth Andrews Lesley Bain Jacque Robinson Baisley Lana Barley 

Anna Barth Donald Barth Valerie Belt Lauren Bickers 

Mark Biscow Alisha E Blanchard Antony Bloom Michelle Botica 

SHEILA BROCK Glenn Brown Emily Bush Jenny Caloca 

Andrew Chong Paul Clark Jonathan Cullen Alice Custance-Baker 

Cheryl Bloomfield Dagger Evan Dagger Alexandra Durazzano Vicky Egge 

Juliana Erdody Dawn Fanning Erin Fortin Sharil Fukuzaki 

Donna Gaffney John and Donna Gaffney Suzanne Gagne Anne Garrett 

Karen Girard Ali Glasser Kenneth Glazebrook Peter Godfrey 

Marc Gordonson Alexis Gorlick Eileen Gorlick Mark Gorlick 

Matthew Gorlick Maria Gray Diana Grice Rafael Gurvis, MS, DDS 

Emily Han Joe Hardesty Rebecca Love Haussling Mariah Hembree 

Carol Higa Susan Hinshaw Kensuke Hirose Jean Hooper 

May Huang Sally Huang Brian Jaecker-Jones Fiona John 

Alison Johnson Jenny Kampmeier Cynthia Kanner Joan Kaplan 

Rahul Kapur Anouar Kartite Melissa Kennedy Susan A. Kitchens 

Joshua Koelewyn Julie Lawson Cherry Lee Xiang (Cate) Liu 

Nicole Maccalla Lynn Mack-Costello Elise Preston Mallory Linda Marais 

Jan Martin Susan Marusak MD David Mather Gwen McClain 

Mary D. McGinnis Debbie McMahon Shobita Misra Bridgitt Montes 

Jesse Morrow Emily Moynihan Elisa Jacobs Nixon Timithie Norman 

Jessie Okelberry Jason L. Oliver, Esq. Ani Orinakyan Chris Pack 

Hannah Parikh Sandeep Parikh Sara Pellegrini Patrice Pennywell 

Mark Pickett Alexius Pike Grace Regullano Pilar Reynaldo 

Ellen Rippberger Caryn Rothschild Laura Rubbo Dylan Russell 

Bettina Jorja Russo Sherri Saget Wilma Salvatierra Trisha Sarkisian 

Elle Schneider Philip Schneider Lisa Schultz Korinna Sehringer 

Beth Seversen Maki Shewfelt Maria Shufeldt Alejandra Sinay 



Kourtney Smith Sarah Steinberg Jennifer Stetson Sam Strgacich 

Eric Sturm Karen Sutherland Jonathan Talbot Marisol Talbot 

Marilou Terpenning, M.D. Francois Tissot Ben Tolliday Alice Tomaselli 

Nancy Jean Tucker Patricia Valencia Rossana Valverde Eric Vander Velde 

Ron Wahlig Claire Waluch Paula Waluch Victor Waluch 

Carole White Jason Wildman Aurore B Wright Louise Wright 

Mark Wyman Nat Yonce Adam Yoser April Yoser 

Jongsuk Yu Colleen Zhu Ingrid Zunk  

 


